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Introduction 
 
The origin of the word beggar is “one who rattles off prayers” and has become a person who lives 
by asking others for support. Beggars are dependents that will often plead with you, “I beg you” as 
they push their open hand towards you. We can unwittingly become beggars in all areas of our 
lives if we do not see our own duty under God to take responsibility for our self. 
 
Now, I am not saying that we do not make our requests known to God. Php 4:6 Be careful for 
nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God. However it would be a fool that prayed for his daily bread and expected God to 
supplement his unwillingness to work for it.  We ask God to bless the work of our hands. 
 
Road safety is one area where we can help ourselves because it is killing and maiming us by the 
million. This Ministry of Safety looks at only one of the modern plagues that afflict us and it is clear 
that it is very low on the list of priorities for living. This may be because people do not understand 
the seriousness of the situation, that is, they do not understand the risk to life or it may be that 
they expect someone else, such as the Government to sort the problem out for them.  
 
Realistically, that is not going to happen in most countries in Africa for at least the next two 
decades. The government resources to cut road deaths, both funds and skilled human resources, 
do not exist. There are other equally pressing demands on finance that put safety as a low priority. 
That doesn’t mean that there is nothing that can be done to change the situation. We can do things 
for ourselves. 
 
It is in this sense I think that many of God’s people live like beggars in Africa and elsewhere, not 
because they have to but because it is the way that they have been taught to live.  Whether it is the 
legacy of colonialism or cultural structures, it strips away human dignity and reduces to slavery and 
dependency. This series is aimed to encourage Christians to start to do things for themselves, to 
show them that they can and give them some encouragement through the examples of others. 
 
While it is true that we are taught to depend upon God Php_4:6  Be careful for nothing; but in every 
thing by prayer and supplication with thanks giving let your requests be made known unto God. It is 
also taught that we are to be active Pro_10:4  He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: 
but the hand of the diligent maketh rich.  
 
So let’s start at the very beginning, because this is written for the people of God, those who call 
themselves Christians. 
  



What is my relationship with Jesus? 
 
Let’s have a health check and see just how we got into the position where we call ourselves 
Christians? Was it through some spiritual encounter sparked by something that we read, was it 
because we heard a preacher, was it something a friend or colleague said, was it a “chance” visit to 
a church? Whatever the route, it was a truly memorable, life changing, outstanding experience that 
we can pinpoint on the calendar of our lives. We went from Before Christ (BC) to the Year of the 
Lord (AD). 
 
While we may be called to consider the claims of Christ in all sorts of ways, there is a common 
experience that we are all brought to if we call ourselves Christians. That is, we have all come to a 
real sense of guilt1 for our sins before our Creator, we have all been taken to the cross of His Son 
Jesus2, we have all asked His forgiveness and repented and we all know3 as sure as we know we are 
alive that we have been forgiven4, we all turn from our old lives to follow the Saviour Christ and we 
all begin that process of casting off our old life and putting on a new life5 and renewing the way we 
think6. We are born again7. 
 
Now if you are hoping that this happened to you because someone sprinkled water on you as a 
baby, it happens because you go to church, it happens because you think you are a “good” person, 
it happens because you do a lot of “good” deeds, then you are not there. You are still someone 
relying on yourself to get right with God and you have not yet accepted what He has done for you. 
Remember what Jesus said, John_14:6 …. I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me. 
 
There are also those who seem to come to Christ, not for who He is but for what they hope to get 
Him to do for them. They are only there for blessings, riches, healings, gifts and comfort. They are 
not there because they felt the rottenness of sin in their lives, the chasm that separated them from 
their Creator, the remorse for the evil they had done, the pain of their broken lives and the grief 
they had caused others. No, they were there for what they could get out of Jesus not for the 
relationship they can develop with Him. For these, Church becomes like a club where they can get a 
veneer of respectability, make the right noises in the right company and a show of religion. Jesus 
called these people hypocrites.  
 
For sure we all have needs in our lives but according to Christ they are not the priority. The priority 
is His Kingdom. Mat 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you. The priority is our focus on the things of God from which all else 
flows. Length of life, sickness or health, wealth or poverty, daily bread are all dispensed by His 
grace. If He takes care of the birds, then are you not more precious in His sight?  
 
Now that leads on to the next point. That is each and every one of us has a duty to work out our 
own lives and not pay others to manage them for us. Php 2:12  .. work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 
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2
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3
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We can work it out 
 
When you read the gospels have you ever noticed that the people that Jesus constantly argues 
with and rebukes are the religious leaders? The people who should have known better were 
making up their own rules and systems to keep the people under with tragic results, Mat 23:15  
You Pharisees and teachers of the Law of Moses are in for trouble! You're nothing but show-offs. 
You travel over land and sea to win one follower. And when you have done so, you make that 
person twice as fit for hell as you are. CEV. We have to be so very careful about the associations we 
form and where we decide to worship. 
 
Paul warned in his day that the church would be infiltrated by deceivers, Act 20:29  For I know this, 
that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Act 20:30  
Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after 
them.  Jesus Himself gave us a similar warning, Mat_24:24  For there shall arise false Christs, and 
false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall 
deceive the very elect. This is more likely to happen if you do not take responsibility for yourself. 
 
The sad thing is that many Christians are quite happy to let others manage their lives. They like the 
idea of the “Minister” as a sort of celestial coach driver, transporting them safely and securely to 
their heavenly destination. All they have to do is turn up each week, buy a ticket and off they go. 
For sure, when we join the family of Christ, we have a big learning curve to climb and we need a 
little help to start with, which is why God provided specialists to help us on our way (Eph 4:11).  
Having been born again in Christ we grow from babies, 1Pe 2:2 As newborn babes, desire the 
sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby, until we become grown men, Eph_4:13 Till we 
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. 
 
Yet through all of this growth WE must take responsibility for ourselves under Christ not under 
men. WE need to make our own spiritual health checks and not just rely on others to do it for us. 
Php 2:12  .. work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in 
you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. This is a clear statement of God working in us as 
WE take responsibility for ourselves. The things of Christ, that eternal salvation work their way out 
in our lives to make us what God wants us to become. 
 
Now I would not want to hand that exciting prospect to another. It is my inheritance, my birthright, 
my time and I thank God that He promised that He will work in me. If I make mistakes, they are my 
mistakes but I have not risked letting another steer me off course. Take courage, Mat_28:20 lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 
 
Now that we know we are not along for the ride how do we develop? 
 

Preparing us to serve 
Eph 4:11  And that same Christ gave these gifts to people: He made some to be apostles, some 
to be prophets, some to go and tell the Good News, and some to care for and teach God's 
people.  Eph 4:12 Christ gave these gifts to prepare God's holy people for the work of serving, 
to make the body of Christ stronger. ERV 
 

Let us make a distinction between the officers of the church and the gifts to the church. The church 
offices include elders and deacons, who are local (Php 1:1  Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus, 
to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons. LEB.);  



whereas gifts include prophets, evangelists, and shepherds and teachers, who are universal (Eph. 
4:11). 
 
George Barna, the Christian pollster, reckoned that most protestant pastors in the US were neither 
called nor competent in leadership. Contrast that with the genuine people that Christ (not men) 
puts in office (the apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers). These have an important 
task and it is their God given role. No, it wasn’t to provide Christians with a lifetime of comfortable 
sermons and feel good ministries every week. It wasn’t to build a cosy retreat for the faithful, so 
that they could rest and recuperate after a hard week in the world, a sort of religious health club 
and spa. It wasn’t to act as a religious supplement because the people in their churches were too 
busy or lazy to feed themselves and so paid someone else to do it for them. 
 
It was to equip us to serve. It was to get us up off of our chairs and pews to do something for 
someone else, instead of having someone else do it for us. If the system is working, every Christian 
will eventually become a contributor and worker to build the “body of Christ”. We are saved to 
serve. 
 
Many people treat “church” like a restaurant or social club? Turn up, feed, pay and leave? They 
make little effort in the week to develop their Christian life and make up for it by a quick fix on 
Sunday. The teacher Aiden W Tozer said that,  
 

“if you do not worship God seven days a week, you do not worship Him on one day 
a week. There is no such thing known in heaven as Sunday worship unless it is 
accompanied by Monday worship and Tuesday worship and so on.... But when any 
of you men enter your office Monday morning at 9 o’clock, if you can’t walk into 
that office and say, “The Lord is in my office, let all the world be silent before Him,” 
then you are not worshiping the Lord on Sunday. If you can’t worship Him on 
Monday you didn’t worship Him on Sunday. If you don’t worship Him on Saturday 
you are not in very good shape to worship Him on Sunday.”  

 
There you go then, are you a full time believer or part time passenger? 
 
Religious part timers are often encouraged to be part timers by the very people who lead them part 
time. In the 1700’s the evangelist George Whitfield observed of churches in America, “the reason 
why congregations have been so dead is because dead men preach to them”.  
 
The reality is that you spend most of the week outside of the church environment. I read that that 
there were four Passovers during Jesus’ ministry. That means that He ministered for around three 
years. In three years, the disciples were just about prepared for ministry. Paul laboured in 
Ephesus for 3 years, Act 20:31 Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I 
ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears. You see, that’s why you have ministers 
(apostles, prophets, pastors etc). It is to get you to a point where you are capable of making a 
contribution yourself and that doesn’t take a lifetime. 
 
How many years do church members have to sit under a ministry before they become capable of 
service? How long have you been in a church? A few years? A decade? Thirty years? And in that 
time, has it brought you to a point where you are engaged in ministry yourself or after all that 
time you are still a passenger? All you do is go along on Sunday. You still have no idea of what 
your gifts are, no idea of what you should be doing for service, what your “labours” should be? 
Read the text again. If your church is helping you develop, you should be coming to a point where 
you are equipped “for the work of serving”. If you are not being developed like this, then your 



ministers are failing you and you are failing your calling and you should find somewhere that will 
develop you to the point where you can do something.  
 
Let’s take this a step further. Are you encouraged or even allowed to contribute in your church 
meetings? When you go in on the Sunday, are the hymn numbers already posted, the speakers 
decided, the prayers already written? I once heard this described as the “Hymn sandwich” 
ministry. Where do you fit in to this environment? You are a passenger and the only thing you 
probably have a say in, is what you put in the collection bag. The Corinthian church had people 
who were encouraged to contribute. 1Co 14:26  So what does this mean, brothers and sisters? 
When you gather, each person has a psalm, doctrine, revelation, another language, or an 
interpretation. Everything must be done to help each other grow. GW. 
 
There are churches where you can wander in and out on a Sunday and not even be noticed. Its 
not about building you up, its about the “worship”. The service is regulated by men not God, a set 
menu week after week.  No one’s ever questioned it but you should, you must. 
 
Its not surprising that Christianity is failing because it has lost that original purpose. It is no longer a 
huge army with many trained fighters. It is like the men of Israel in David’s day, they were incapable 
of taking down the giant Goliath. We should be far better equipped. Zec 12:8 In that day shall the 
LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be 
as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before them. We live in a 
day when it says we should all be Davids?  
 
If you are attending somewhere that is not preparing you and you are content with that it says 
something about your faith. You are either like the man who was too scared and hid his talent or 
you have not been encouraged to see your potential in Christ. If you are not growing to become 
capable of service and you are satisfied with that, there is something wrong in your soul. Get your 
life back and find your calling to serve and stop relying on others to supply this because you are a 
chosen vessel. 
 
Have you just picked up the “white man’s way” of doing Christianity or did you go back to the book 
and find out for yourselves? Chances are you did not and so followed the first group that came 
along. 
 
Let me help you try and see yourself differently 

 

For ever and ever, Amex. 
So, you want to be a prosperous Christian? You want to get 
rich quick? There are two ways, God’s way or man’s way.  
 
There is a church leader in Nigeria who goes by the name 
“Fireman”. In a UK screened TV interview he was asked how 
he can square his wealth and celebrity status with the 
teachings and life of Jesus. Dr Fireman says that God wants 
him to be rich and denies that Jesus had a humble life. 'Jesus 
was rich and had an accountant who followed him around.'   
 
That’s probably the best reference that Judas Iscariot will 
ever have. Of course the reality is that the “accountant” was 
a greedy, thieving betrayer of Christ who committed suicide 
with the devil inside him.  



 
John 12:4  Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which should betray him, 
Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor? This he said, 
not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what 
was put therein. AV 

 
We are warned about these get rich quick merchants by Peter. They are there to get rich on the 
back of the poor or the stupid. 
 

2Pe 2:1 Sometimes false prophets spoke to the people of Israel. False teachers will also sneak 
in and speak harmful lies to you. But these teachers don't really belong to the Master who 
paid a great price for them, and they will quickly destroy themselves.  Many people will follow 
their evil ways and cause others to tell lies about the true way. They will be greedy and cheat 
you with smooth talk. But long ago God decided to punish them, and God doesn't sleep. CEV 

 
Why do people become involved with these false teachers? Ignorance and greed fuel this 
“prosperity gospel” but its quite obvious who prospers, it’s the man with the big car. Many of these 
churches have since been discovered to be nothing more than fund-raising outfits, with sole 
proprietorship maintained by the pastor and his wife. The pattern seems to be: start a church and 
then milk the congregation or perhaps we should say, fleece the flock. The pastors basically prey on 
the vulnerable and gullible. They are crooks and conmen and yet people trust them to become rich 
themselves. They are “Belly worshippers”.  
 

Php 3:19 Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their 
shame, who mind earthly things. 

 
The idea that by giving some money to the “church” you will in turn make a huge gain on the 
“investment” is unchristian greed. Its no different to gambling or bribery. Stop and ask yourself, 
whether the owner of “Every creature in the forest, even the cattle on a thousand hills” (Psa 50:10) 
needs any welfare from you? He says, Psa 50:12  If I were hungry, I would not tell you, because the 
world and all that it contains are mine. He doesn’t need that from you. 
 
What is required of you? Obedience. If you wish to be successful in life the obedience is the key. 
 

Deu 28:1  And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD 
thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the 
LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall 
come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. 

 
The same concept is taught by Jesus:  
 

Luk 18:28  Then Peter said, Lo, we have left all, and followed thee. And he said unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or 
children, for the kingdom of God's sake, Who shall not receive manifold more in this present 
time, and in the world to come life everlasting.  

  
There it is. The Christian duty is not to be successful at the expense of obedience neither is he to set 
out to prosper himself. It is for the Kingdom of God’s sake.  
 
It is not wrong to be successful and it is not wrong to possess wealth. Yet you will see that it is not 
an end in itself or an end for self. The man who made bigger barns to accommodate his wealth 



paid with his life. No, wealth is not an end in itself, it is a mean to the end of advancing the cause 
of Christ.  
 

1Ti 6:17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high minded, nor trust in 
uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; That they do 
good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; Laying up 
in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may lay hold 
on eternal life.  

 
Get your priorities in order and seek the Kingdom first, after that everything falls in line.  
 
I was wondering whether “Fireman” was a name given to him by prophecy, because it is probably a 
useful skill where he is going. 

Faithful Heroes 
We need to develop our own sense of worth under God. No, not that we are valuable in our own 
right but that we are precious and valuable in His sight, that He has plans our journey and that we 
are not just passengers dragging out our lives just in the hope of a better future. NOW can be good 
and productive and that can lead to a greater reward. 1Co 3:14  If any man's work abide which he 
hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 
 
In the prophet Malachi, we see just how precious God’s people are when they are likened to jewels 
or “peculiar treasure” as it is translated elsewhere, Mal 3:17  And they shall be mine, saith the 
LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels. Each Christian has been made for a purpose 
and a time and this is ours, we are born for such a time as this. All this investment of purpose has 
brought us to Christ so that we may grow each day, 2Co3:18  But we all, with open face beholding 
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord. GLORY to GLORY, more valuable by the day and if you could see yourself 
when you have been fully worked by God you would fall down in amazement. 
 

I am as good as any man. The story of Rosa Parks 

Well you may say for example, I am only a humble housewife. How can I change the world in which 
I live. Nobody listens to me, not even my husband. Let me tell you a story about Rosa Parks. 
 

Rosa Parks' husband, Raymond, had been an early activist in the fight for civil rights in 
the US, and Parks joined him in his work. But she says she never planned to be arrested 
for breaking a racist law. On December 1, 1955, Parks was sitting on a bus in the front 
row of the section reserved for blacks. But when a white man got on, there were no 
more seats in the white section, so the bus driver told Parks to move back. 
 
But Parks was convinced that to do so would be wrong and she refused to get up. "Since 
I have always been a strong believer in God," she says, "I knew that He was with me, and 
only He could get me through that next step." 
 
Parks wasn't the first black person to refuse to move to the back of the bus. Earlier that 
year, a woman had been carried off the bus clawing and kicking. Another woman had 
used profanity during her arrest. But the local NAACP (National Association for the 
Advancement of Coloured People) declined to rally behind these women. 
 
But Parks’ behaviour throughout her arrest was above reproach. Because of this, and 
because of her well-known exemplary character, Alabama civil-rights leaders thought 



Parks’ arrest signalled the right time to act. They launched the famous yearlong 
Montgomery bus boycott, and the rest is history.  
 
Most people know this story of the seamstress who helped ignite the civil-rights 

movement, but many people don't 
know that Rosa Parks is a devout 
Christian, and that it was her faith that 
gave her the strength to do what she 
did that day in 1955. 

 
In her book, entitled "Quiet Strength," 
Parks says her belief in God developed 
early in life. "Every day before supper 
and before we went to services on 
Sundays," Parks says, "my grandmother 
would read the Bible to me, and my 
grandfather would pray. We even had 
devotions before going to pick cotton in 
the fields. Prayer and the Bible," she 
recalls, "became a part of my everyday 

thoughts and beliefs. I learned to put my trust in God and to seek Him as my strength."  
The story of Rosa Parks is a reminder of what a central role Christian faith has played in 
the civil-rights movement. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was a Christian minister who 
turned the other cheek in the face of violence.  
 

So you too may be a housewife but you can change a nation and that shows what value you 
are because you chose the right role model, Jesus. Rosa Parks is an inspiration to follow. 
 
Yet in this world where people look for fame and publicity, there are role models that will lead 
us to destruction. Let’s look at one. 

Peanuts. The story of George Washington Carver 

You may think you earn “peanuts” but look at what this brother did with them. 
 
This is one of my heroes of the faith who overcame adversity to become one of the world’s greatest 
crop scientists, George Washington Carver. He showed me that the peanut is no longer a symbol of 
something almost worthless, it is an amazing resource and illustrates just how much you can get 
out of such a humble plant. 
 
George was born of slave parents on July 12, 1864 in Diamond Grove, Missouri  a sickly child at 
birth he would remain frail for most of his childhood. One night a band of raiders attacked his 
family and stole George and his mother. Days later, George was found unharmed by neighbours 
and was traded back to his owners in exchange for a race horse. Because of his frailty, George was 
not suited for work in the fields but he did possess a great interest in plants and was very eager to 
learn more about them. Here on the farm is where George first fell in love with plants and Mother 
Nature. He had his own little garden in the nearby woods where he would talk to the plants. He 
soon earned the nickname, The Plant Doctor, and was producing his own medicines right on the 
farm. 
 
George's formal education started when he was twelve. He had, however, tried to get into schools 
in the past but was denied on the basis of race. No black school was available locally so he was 
forced to move. He said Good-bye to his adopted parents, Susan and Moses Carter, and headed to 



Newton County in southwest Missouri. Here is where the path of his education began. He studied 
in a one-room schoolhouse and worked on a farm to pay for it. He ended up, shortly after, moving 
with another family to Fort Scott in Kansas.  
 
Though denied admission to Highland University because of his race, Carver gained acceptance to 
Simpson College in Indianola, Iowa, in 1890.  He became well respected for his artistic talent (in 
later days his art would be included in the spectacular World's Columbian Exposition Art Exhibit.) 
Carver's interests, however, lay more in science and he transferred from Simpson to Iowa 
Agricultural College (which is now known as Iowa State University.) He distinguished himself so 
much that upon graduation in 1894 he was offered a position on the school's faculty, the first Black 
accorded the honour. Carver was allowed great freedom in working in agriculture and botany in the 
University's greenhouses. 
 
In 1895, Carver co-authored a series of papers on the prevention and cures for fungus diseases 
affecting cherry plants. In 1896 he received his master's degree in agriculture and in 1897 
discovered two funguses that would be named after him. Later that year Booker T. Washington, 
founder of the Tuskegee Institute, convinced Carver to come south and serve as the school's 
director of agriculture. 
 
Carver devoted his time to research projects 
aimed at helping Southern agriculture, 
demonstrating ways in which farmers could 
improve their economic situation. He 
conducted experiments in soil management 
and crop production and directed an 
experimental farm. At this time agriculture in 
the Deep South was in serious trouble 
because the unremitting single-crop 
cultivation of cotton had left the soil of many 
fields exhausted and worthless, and erosion 
had then taken its toll on areas that could no 
longer sustain any plant cover. As a remedy, 
Carver urged Southern farmers to plant 
peanuts and soybeans, which, since they 
belong to the legume family, could restore 
nitrogen to the soil while also providing the 
protein so badly needed in the diet of many 
Southerners.  
 
Carver found that Alabama's soils were 
particularly well-suited to growing peanuts 
and sweet potatoes, but when the state's 
farmers began cultivating these crops instead of cotton, they found little demand for them on the 
market. In response to this problem, Carver set about enlarging the commercial possibilities of the 
peanut and sweet potato through a long and ingenious program of laboratory research. He 
ultimately developed 300 derivative products from peanuts—among them cheese, milk, coffee, 
flour, ink, dyes, plastics, wood stains, soap, linoleum, medicinal oils, and cosmetics—and 118 from 
sweet potatoes, including flour, vinegar, molasses, rubber, ink, a synthetic rubber, and postage 
stamp glue. 
 



In 1914, at a time when the boll weevil had almost ruined cotton growers, Carver revealed his 
experiments to the public, and increasing numbers of the South's farmers began to turn to peanuts, 
sweet potatoes, and their derivatives for income. Much exhausted land was renewed, and the 
South became a major new supplier of agricultural products. When Carver arrived at Tuskegee in 
1896, the peanut had not even been recognized as a crop, but within the next half century it 
became one of the six leading crops throughout the United States and, in the South, the second 
cash crop (after cotton) by 1940. In 1942 the U.S. government allotted 5,000,000 acres of peanuts 
to farmers. Carver's efforts had finally helped liberate the South from its excessive dependence on 
cotton. 
 
Among Carver's many honours were his election to Britain's Society for the Encouragement of Arts, 
Manufactures, and Commerce (London) in 1916 and his receipt of the Spingarn Medal in 1923. Late 
in his career he declined an invitation to work for Thomas A. Edison at a salary of more than 
$100,000 a year. Presidents Calvin Coolidge and Franklin D. Roosevelt visited him, and his friends 
included Henry Ford and Mohandas K. Gandhi. Foreign governments requested his counsel on 
agricultural matters: Joseph Stalin, for example, in 1931 invited him to superintend cotton 
plantations in southern Russia and to make a tour of the Soviet Union, but Carver refused. 
 
In 1940 Carver donated his life savings to the establishment of the Carver Research Foundation at 
Tuskegee for continuing research in agriculture. During World War II he worked to replace the 
textile dyes formerly imported from Europe, and in all he produced dyes of 500 different shades. 
 
His great desire in later life was simply to serve humanity; and his work, which began for the sake of 
the poorest of the black sharecroppers, paved the way for a better life for the entire South. His 
efforts brought about a significant advance in agricultural training in an era when agriculture was 
the largest single occupation of Americans, and he extended Tuskegee's influence throughout the 
South by encouraging improved farm methods, crop diversification, and soil conservation. 
 
Towards the end of his life, he was summoned to a Senate Ways and Means Committee in Congress 
to discuss an agricultural bill. He was asked about where he got all of his knowledge from and he 
replied, “From a Book”.  “What Book” asked the senator? “The Bible”, he replied, “It says that God 
has given us everything for our use. He has revealed to me some of the wonders of the fruit of His 
earth”. 
 
What made George Washington Carver the great man that he was, was his faith in God’s word. He 
explained to one of his students how he lived his life, “As for my own way of beginning each day, 
you know there is a small grove of trees behind this building. One tree has been cut down, leaving a 
little stump. Each morning at four o’clock, when I arise, I go out and sit on that stump. I ask the 
good Lord what I am to do each day. Then I go and do it”. 

More than a slave. The story of Olaudah Equiano 

 
Olaudah Equiano was born in Essaka, an Igbo village in the kingdom 
of Benin (now Nigeria) in 1745. His father was one of the province's 
elders who decided disputes. According to James Walvin "Equiano 
described his father as a local Igbo eminence and slave owner". 
 
When he was about eleven, Equiano was kidnapped and after six 
months of captivity he was brought to the coast where he 
encountered white men for the first time. Equiano later recalled in 
his autobiography, The Life of Olaudah Equiano the African (1787): 



"The first object which saluted my eyes when I arrived on the coast, was the sea, and a slave ship, 
which was then riding at anchor, and waiting for its cargo. These filled me with astonishment, 
which was soon converted into terror, when I was carried on board. I was immediately handled, 
and tossed up to see if I were sound, by some of the crew; and I was now persuaded that I had 
gotten into a world of bad spirits, and that they were going to kill me. Their complexions, too, 
differing so much from ours, their long hair, and the language they spoke, (which was very different 
from any I had ever heard) united to confirm me in this belief. Indeed, such were the horrors of my 
views and fears at the moment, that, if ten thousand worlds had been my own, I would have freely 
parted with them all to have exchanged my condition with that of the meanest slave in my own 
country." 
 
Olaudah Equiano was placed on a slave-ship bound for Barbados. "I was soon put down under the 
decks, and there I received such a greeting in my nostrils as I had never experienced in my life; so 
that, with the loathsomeness of the stench, and crying together, I became so sick and low that I was 
not able to eat, nor had I the least desire to taste anything. I now wished for the last friend, death, 
to relieve me; but soon, to my grief, two of the white men offered me eatables; and, on my refusing 
to eat, one of them held me fast by the hands, and laid me across, I think, the windlass, and tied my 
feet, while the other flogged me severely. The closeness of the place, and the heat of the climate, 
added to the number in the ship, which was so crowded that each had scarcely room to turn 
himself, almost suffocated us. The air soon became unfit for respiration, from a variety of 
loathsome smells, and brought on a sickness among the slaves, of which many died. The wretched 
situation was again aggravated by the chains, now unsupportable, and the filth of the necessary 
tubs, into which the children often fell, and were almost suffocated. The shrieks of the women, and 
the groans of the dying, rendered the whole a scene of horror almost inconceivable." 
 
After a two week stay in the West Indies Equiano was sent to the English colony of Virginia. In 1754 
he was purchased by Captain Henry Pascal, a British naval officer. He was given the new name of 
Gustavus Vassa and was brought back to England. According to his biographer, James Walvin: "For 
seven years he served on British ships as Pascal's slave, participating in or witnessing several battles 
of the Seven Years War. Fellow sailors taught him to read and write and to understand 
mathematics. He was also converted to Christianity, reading the Bible regularly on board ship. 
Baptized at St Margaret's Church, Westminster, on 9 February 1759, he struggled with his faith until 
finally opting for Methodism." 
 
By the end of the Seven Years War he reached the rank of able seaman. Although he was freed by 
Pascal he was re-enslaved in London in 1762 and shipped to the West Indies. For four years he 
worked for a Montserrat based merchant, sailing between the islands and North America. "I was 
often a witness to cruelties of every kind, which were exercised on my unhappy fellow slaves. I used 
frequently to have different cargoes of new Negroes in my care for sale; and it was almost a 
constant practice with our clerks, and other whites, to commit violent depredations on the chastity 
of the female slaves; and these I was, though with reluctance, obliged to submit to at all times, 
being unable to help them." James Walvin points out that "Equiano... also trading to his own 
advantage as he did so. Ever alert to commercial openings, Equiano accumulated cash and in 1766 
bought his own freedom." 
 
Equiano now worked closely with Granvile Sharpe and Thomas Clarkson in the Society for the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade. Equiano spoke at a large number of public meetings where he 
described the cruelty of the slave trade. In 1787 Equiano helped his friend, Offobah Cugoano, to 
publish an account of his experiences, Narrative of the Enslavement of a Native of America. Copies 
of his book were sent to George III and leading politicians. He failed to persuade the king to change 



his opinions and like other members of the royal family remained against abolition of the slave 
trade.  
 
Equiano published his own autobiography, The Life of Olaudah Equiano the African in 1789. He 
travelled throughout England promoting the book. It became a bestseller and was also published in 
Germany (1790), America (1791) and Holland (1791). He also spent over eight months in Ireland 
where he made several speeches on the evils of the slave trade. While he was there he sold over 
1,900 copies of his book. 
 
David Dabydeen has argued: "With Thomas Clarkson, William Wilberforce and Granville Sharpe, 
Equiano was a major abolitionist, working ceaselessly to expose the nature of the shameful trade. 
He travelled throughout Britain with copies of his book, and thousands upon thousands attended 
his readings. When John Wesley lay dying, it was Equiano's book he took up to re-read." 
 
On 7th April 1792 Equiano married Susanna Cullen (1761-1796) of Soham, Cambridgeshire. The 
couple had two children, Anna Maria (16th October 1793) and Johanna (11th April 1795). However, 
Anna Maria died when she was only four years old. Equiano's wife died soon afterwards. During this 
period he was a close friend of Thomas Hardy, secretary of the London Corresponding Society. 
Equiano became an active member of this group that campaigned in favour of universal suffrage. 
 
Olaudah Equiano was appointed to the expedition to settle former black slaves in Sierra Leone, on 
the west coast of Africa. However, he died at his home at Paddington Street, Marylebone, on 31st 
March, 1797 before he could complete the task. 
 
The historian, James Walvin, has argued: "After his death his book was anthologized by abolitionists 
(especially before the American Civil War). Thereafter, however, Equiano was virtually forgotten for 
a century. In the 1960s his autobiography was rediscovered and re-issued by African scholars; 
various editions of his Narrative have since sold in large numbers in Britain, North America, and 
Africa. Equiano's autobiography remains a classic text of an African's experiences in the era of 
Atlantic slavery. It is a book which operates on a number of levels: it is the diary of a soul, the story 
of an autodidact, and a personal attack on slavery and the slave trade. It is also the foundation-
stone of the subsequent genre of black writing; a personal testimony which, however mediated by 
his transformation into an educated Christian, remains the classic statement of African 
remembrance in the years of Atlantic slavery." Chinua Achebe has called him "the father of African 
literature" whereas Henry Louis Gates claimed him for America as "the founding father of the Afro-
American literary tradition". 
 

Your Name Here 
The people above started out as ordinary people who became extraordinary. They were Christians 
who changed lives. You too can change lives, starting with those around you. Throw out the beggar 
and become a King. Then, write your story here………………………………………. 


